
The following is a briefing for the week ending September 4th, 2020, on behalf of Dr. 
Cash.  

Dear Colleagues:  

Superintendent Conference Days took place this week.  Approximately 4,500 teachers, aides, 

and assistants were trained virtually for what they will need to know in order to have an 
effective school year.  With the exception of a minor glitch here and there, things went pretty 
smoothly for what is usually an in-person and intense orientation to the new school year.  
Kudos to the Division Heads who presented, including Instructional Technology, Culturally and 
Linguistically Responsive Initiatives, Student Support Services, Curriculum and Instruction, 
Multilingual, Special Education, and Staff Development.  This is what I mean when I say, “Team 
work makes the dream work!” 
 

 
(file photo) 
 

Student Support Services will be more important than ever before in this year’s unprecedented 
remote start.  As such, Associate Superintendent for Student Support Services, Dr. Tonja 
Williams has ensured that the various tiers of counseling are in place at the start of the school 

year for our students. “We are ready to support!,” Dr. Williams assures.  “Most all counseling 
will be by tele-therapy, during remote learning time.  All of our professionals (school and 
community-based) are licensed and certified.”  As follows: 
 

• Tier 1 (Universal)- Conducted by School Counselors.  Positions are all filled and School 

Counselors are assigned to all schools. 
 

• Tier 2 (More Support)- Conducted by School Social Workers for mandated services 

(often mandated by I.E.P.'s for Students Classified with Disabilities). 
 

• Tier 3- (Intensive)- We have Say Yes mental health clinics attached to every school in 
our district, who will provide one to one counseling.  Our district's Crisis Prevention and 

Intervention Team is positioned to provide individual counseling and support to students 
experiencing grief and loss. 

 

 



We are happy to announce that the Buffalo Public Schools Athletic Department received a 
community health grant from Pegula Sports and Entertainment, LLC (PSE) for $35,175.00. 
During our national health pandemic, this gracious donation will make a major impact on 
protecting and enhancing the personal health, hygiene and fitness levels of various stakeholders 
in our community. We will purchase Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for our student-
athletes, coaches, officials, security officers, teachers, athletic trainers, administrators and staff 
members who support our interscholastic athletics program.  We appreciate the love and care 
the Pegula Sports and Entertainment organization is providing for our community.  

 

 
 

September 3, 2020 at 6:00pm. The Buffalo, Long Island and New York Urban Leagues hosted a 
conversation on School Reopening.  The conversation featured educators, education advocates 
and the National Office discussing the factors that parents and caregivers should consider in 
sending their children back to school.  Our own Dr. Kathy Evans-Brown was one of the 
panelists!  Thank you for proudly representing the BPS, Dr. Evans-Brown. 

 

 
 

The Buffalo Public Schools will participate in the child care support opportunity just announced 
by Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz.  The District is appreciative of the County Executive, 
his Deputy, Maria Whyte, and his full team for consistently and reliably supporting school 

districts in Erie County.  I am pleased to announce that Say Yes Buffalo, under the leadership of 
Executive Director David Rust, has received the District's endorsement and is the District's lead 
strategic partner for this County initiative. 

 

 
 



This week, Service Center staff reported to the School #187 book distribution site to complete 
the enormous task of sorting and distributing text books for all schools.  Our text book heroes 
below are Mike Gartz, Mark Belton, Mike Ladd, Jack Gerard, Raymond Conroy.  Thank you for 
your hard work, gentlemen! 

 

 
 
Below is a letter we received from a district parent.  We have many ways of gauging our impact 
in this large and complex urban district, but the heartfelt endorsement of a parent whose child 
has been successfully served is worth more to us than we can ever say.  As follows: 

 
 
Have a safe and enjoyable holiday weekend! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 

 


